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unable or unwilling to exercise his powers .him self; the
other to provide means for acquiring either the Regency
or as great a share of power as she can get if the King
should again be obliged or should choose to retire from
public affairs. All her friends as well as herself are
canvassing like candidates and agents before an election*
One of their objects is Mrs. Legge, and you would be
surprised, or, at least, I have been so, for I think your
faith in Mrs. Legge was never great, to see how easily
this prodigy of strength and understanding is won.
The Queen has got people to tell her that twenty years'
absence have not effaced the impression which the
pleasure of her company at Court had given her, and
that one of the things she thought of with pleasure was
the prospect which Mrs. Legge's recovery gave of en-
joying this satisfaction again* In the meanwhile Mrs.
Harcourt and the Digbys and the Bagots and Dart-
mouths all ply her with courtship and flattery, I do
not know what renders this conquest so considerable in
their eyes. Perhaps they think that, as Mrs. Legge is
the centre of a constant and numerous society, she may
be more useful than many others in collecting friends
and drawing proselytes. Whatever their view is, it is
quite entertaining to see how easily this giant has fallen
before them. The Queen's speech, which I have told
you, vanquished her at one blow, and it is good fun to
see her distress between her new courtliness and loyalty
and her old opinions and friends. She has twice put
herself in the Queen's way with a bandeau of " God save
the King!" in her cap, which is considered in a great